
Page 634

I-231-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for a station at NE

145th Street.
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I-232-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.

Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts under

FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in

Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Foliage, if dense, can provide slight reductions in noise levels.  The FTA

and FHWA provides for up to a 3 dBA reduction in transportation noise

for locations with at least 100 feet of dense foliage that contains leaves

year around.  Because of the varying foliage in the project area, the

estimates of noise used for the EIS assessment did not assume foliage

would reduce the noise from the train, and the resulting projections of

noise and the mitigation measures are conservative. A 3 dB reduction in

noise level is barely perceptible to most people, so foliage in virtually all

areas of this project corridor will have little overall effect on light rail nor

traffic noise.

Topographical conditions are included in the noise analysis, which used

models to project noise based on the location of the train and the

location of sensitive receptors.  The Noise and Vibration Technical

Report has further details on the existing and project future noise levels

for specific homes in the study area, including your property. 

 

I-232-002

The Final EIS includes an updated assessment of impacts of the

elevated structure at this location, however the Draft EIS was not

intended to define visual impacts parcel by parcel, but rather for larger

areas of viewsheds.  It is accurate that some locations, particularly those

adjacent to the facility could have higher localized impacts. Sound

Transit's tree clearing policies for elevated light rail provide for clearing

within 30 feet of the centerline of the structure, or about 15 feet from the

edge of the structure.  At this location, there is about 115 feet of
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vegetation between the paved area of the shoulder of the off-ramp and

the edge of the right of way.  There is about 90 feet of heavy evergreen

vegetation between the edge of the current vegetation management area

for the highway and the edge of the right-of-way.  Location of the

elevated structure at this location would remove the large evergreen

trees closest to the roadway which have the most dense foliage.   In

most cases, there would be one or two rows of mature evergreen trees

retained between the elevated structure and the edge of the right-of-way,

however because these trees have grown in shade, the lower branch

vegetation is less dense and will provide less of a visual screen.  The

Final EIS identifies mitigation measures for the project, but the detailed

definition of plantings in specific locations would be accomplished during

final design.  Replacement trees would be considered where space is

available.  As indicated in Section 4.5.6 of the Draft EIS, new evergreen

trees adjacent to the elevated structure would provide screening after a

15 to 20 year period, depending on the size of trees at the time of

planting.

 

I-232-003

During preliminary engineering for the Preferred Alternative and to

support further estimates on tree removal, Sound Transit performed

initial assessments of corridor trees, reviewed potential tree removal

needs, and considered potential tree hazards.  While this document was

to support continued design and is not part of the EIS, it has been used

to update the consideration of visual impacts and to calculate tree

replacement and mitigation needs.  It is also available on request from

Sound Transit.  However, definitions of the specific trees to be removed

requires a higher level of detailed design and construction planning than

is necessary for an EIS to describe impacts and identify mitigation.  It is

also important to recognize that the alignment remains entirely within the

WSDOT right-of-way, and must balance visual impacts against other

safety, transportation and environmental management needs.  Sound

Transit is committed to building a safe system that does present safety
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or hazard risks to adjacent properties.  For example, additional

geotechnical studies have been performed as part of continued

engineering for the project, and structural and other related engineering

design assessments reflect the needs for retaining walls, deep

foundations or pilings, and other design measures to address areas of

geological concern.  The Final EIS include a summary of the geologic

hazards that have been identified in the project areas.  During final

design, the project will confirm the design approach to address specific

geologic hazards, areas with slope stability concerns along the project

alignment.  

 

I-232-004

Sound Transit has reviewed your proposals to consider whether they

have the potential to avoid potential impacts near your property. 

In reviewing Proposal 1, as the light rail profile approaches the property

from the south, it is coming out of a cut into the hillside adjacent to I-5.

To lower the profile through this area would require cutting even further

into the hillside. At about 800 feet south of the property, the existing

ground drops about 40 feet. Traveling north the ground continues to drop

further as it becomes adjacent to wetlands and State Route 104.

Heading north from there, the next major connection point is the elevated

Montlake Terrace Transit Station at 236th St. SW. To maintain a light rail

profile meeting established design criteria based on safety and efficiency

and to minimize negative impacts through this area, an elevated

structure maintaining a minimum height over the southern- most State

Route 104 exit ramp is needed.  The elevation has been refined for the

Final EIS, and the visual impact information in this area was updated.

In reviewing Proposal 2, there are a number of design constraints that

require maintaining the light rail alignment in the approximate location as

shown in the Draft EIS and now in the Final EIS.  Based on design

guidelines for the use of the I-5 right-of-way between Sound Transit and

WSDOT, the light rail project footprint is outside of an approximately 94

foot section reserved for the freeway and potential future improvements. 
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The horizontal alignment is also constrained by a more narrow width of

existing right-of-way between NE 185th St. to north of NE 195th St. To

provide a horizontal design as shown in your Figure 2a-b, while still

meeting the project's light rail design standards, would require further

encroachment beyond the right-of-way and upon more properties and

homes in this area.  Therefore, Sound Transit is continuing to propose

the Preferred Alternative design rather than your suggested alternative.
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I-233-001

The west side alignments like the one being suggested are not being

further considered, as was stated in the Draft EIS in Chapter 2, Section

2.5. West side alignments would have greater impacts without mobility

benefits and do not coincide with optimal station locations that the east

side alignments through Mountlake Terrace would offer.
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I-233-002

Your suggestion for an expanded station area with a potential crossing to

the west has been considered, as has a potential increase in parking

supply. An additional option for a new structure for parking is now

considered as part of Alternative B1. Other configurations involving

station development in the residential areas west of I-5 have not been

advanced because they would be less accessible than the existing

transit center, they would be less compatible with City of Mountlake

Terrace plans, and they would have higher levels of impacts to the

residential areas without increasing mobility benefits.
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I-234-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.

 

I-234-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this

criteria.  Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section

4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade

or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.  In addition, any

existing WSDOT noise walls removed as part of the project, will be

replaced.
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I-235-001

Thank you for you comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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I-236-001

Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and C2 is noted, and Sound Transit

recognizes your Preference for Alternative C3.   The Sound Transit

Board identified a modified Alternative C3 for the Preferred Alternative.  
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I-237-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3

and the reasons why you support this alternative.  All three of the

Segment C alternatives allow for future light rail extensions north.  See

Section 2.5 Alternatives Development. 
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I-238-001

The project is planned to serve the region's long-term needs through

2035 and beyond.  As shown in Figure  2-12, there are many steps

required to take a project from initial development of alternatives through

the begining of operation.  The alternatives analysis was conducted in

2010 through the middle of 2011.  Please see Section 2.9.1 Next Steps. 

The proposed Lynnwood Link Extension project and the Vancouver,

British Columbia SkyTrain are not similar projects. The SkyTrain is a fully

automated, fully elevated, intermediate rail system - not a light rail

system. 

The structure of the region's transit systems reflects legislatively-

determined authorities, and is not the subject of this EIS.
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I-239-001

Thank you for your comment concerning the routes of the Segment C

alternatives as they approach the Lynnwood Transit Center.  All of the

Segment C alternative alignments that are evaluated in the Final EIS

remain south of 200th Street SW. 
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I-240-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 651Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 652

I-241-001

Thank you for your comment regarding your interest in a Sunday bus

schedule. Sound Transit appreciates your feedback.  Community Transit

operates bus routes within Snohomish County.
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I-242-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-243-001

Thank you for your comment about traffic concerns on 220th Street.

Traffic to the station would egress at a new signalized intersection on

220th St SW between 64th Avenue and I-5. The new intersection would

be designed to accommodate additional station traffic.
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I-244-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-245-001

Chapter 3 of the Final EIS details the performance of more than 20

intersections that Sound Transit and the City of Lynnwood identified for

detailed analysis.  The assessments were based on predictions of future

traffic with and without the project, particularly in the areas where

existing or future conditions already created traffic problems in the No

Build condition, and where station area traffic would result in an

increase.  For the Preferred Alternative, Sound Transit identified

improvements to mitigate congestion on 200th Street SW, including 44th

Ave W.  Traffic along 52nd or 188th Street SW is not expected to

markedly change due to the project.
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I-246-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-247-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the Alternative

A1 due to minimal impacts to your nearby property. 

 

I-247-002

Thank you for your comment stating your reasons why you do not

support a light rail station at NE 130th Street.  Sound Transit recognizes

that traffic is busy in the neighborhood and it is not pedestrian-friendly.

Improvements at each of the proposed light rail stations would include

connections with local streets, bicycle paths, and pedestrian sidewalks. 

Existing handicapped ramps on nearby sidewalks would be

reconstructed if impacted by station construction activities.  Please

see Section 3.2 for a detailed discussion of long-term impacts and

Section 3.6 for an outline of potential mitigation measures for all modes

of transportation.

 

I-247-003

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3

and the reasons why.
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I-248-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-249-001

Thank you for your comment regarding your interest in a Sunday bus

schedule.

Community Transit is the transit agency that operates local bus service

within Snohomish County, Sound Transit's Regional Express service will

continue to operate daily from Lynnwood until the light rail project opens.

Before the project would begin operation, Sound Transit would work with

the other transit providers in the project area to revise service plans to

avoid duplicating service and provide improved or new connections to

the Lynnwood Link Extension. For more information, please refer to the

Draft EIS, Chapter 3 Transportation, Section 3.2.2 Transit.
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I-250-001

Thank you for your comment regarding your interest in a Sunday bus

schedule.

Community Transit is the transit agency that operates local bus service

within Snohomish County, Sound Transit's Regional Express service will

continue to operate daily from Lynnwood until the light rail project opens.

Before the project would begin operation, Sound Transit would work with

the other transit providers in the project area to revise service plans to

avoid duplicating service and provide improved or new connections to

the Lynnwood Link Extension. For more information, please refer to the

Draft EIS, Chapter 3 Transportation, Section 3.2.2 Transit.
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I-251-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-252-001

Thank you for sharing your concerns regarding Alternative C1's potential

impacts to Scriber Lake Park.  A modified Alternative C3, which avoids

the park, is the Preferred Alternative included in the Final EIS.
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I-253-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-254-001

The 130th Station is included as an option to the Preferred Alternative

considered in the Final EIS.

 

I-254-002

Your opposition to a freeway station is noted.  The Preferred Alternative

in the Final EIS has a transit center station.

 

I-254-003

Thank you for your comment on the Lynnwood Station design. As you

note, this is a major transit facility that includes many transfers from bus

to rail as well as car to transit (bus or rail). The Final EIS includes a

revised station plan for the Preferred Alternative that balances access for

all modes, including improvements for pedestrians and bicyclists.

 

I-254-004

Station parking, facility sizing, and design is balanced between the

demand for parking and the need for good multi-modal connections in

order to serve the needs of the region as well as local communities.
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I-255-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 
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I-256-001

The preference for a station at 130th Street NE is noted.  The Preferred

Alternative includes a station at NE 145th Street and has an option for

a station at NE 130th Street.

 

I-256-002

Sound Transit recognizes your preference for the at-grade alternative,

because they would improve the interchange; they also would include

pedestrian and bicycle improvements along 5th Avenue NE. See

Appendix G for Visual Simulations.

 

I-256-003

The riparian and wetland area associated with North Branch Thornton

Creek is a potential site under consideration for compensatory mitigation

to offset unavoidable permanent impacts.

 

I-256-004

Your opposition to Alternative A7 and A11 is noted.  The Draft EIS and

Final EIS address visual impacts and mitigation in Section 4.5.
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I-257-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 
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I-258-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-259-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 

 

I-259-002

Thank you for your concerns about the potential disruption of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church during construction.  To better understand

the effects and proposed mitigation associated with construction, please

see Chapter 3 Transportation Impacts and Mitigation; Sections 4.2, Land

Use; 4.4, Social Impacts, Community Facilities, and Neighborhoods; and

4.7, Noise and Vibration.  The church will also retain access during

construction.

 

I-259-003

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural

importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the

region’s Latvian community, the larger Baltic community, and those

interested in Scandinavian studies.  Please see Section 2.5.1 for a

description of the refined Segment A alternatives that avoid

displacing the church.
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I-260-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-261-001

Thank you for your comment regarding your concerns about impacts to

both wetlands and displacement of residents.  See Chapter 2 for a

description of the Preferred Alternative, which is a modification of

Alternative C3.
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I-262-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.
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I-263-001

The NE 155th Street station would not displace the fire station.  Sound

Transit is aware of concerns about the possible impacts of a station at

NE 155th Street on the operations of the Fire Station. In the design and

development of a station at that location, and the management of traffic

serving the station, Sound Transit would work closely with the Fire

Department to resolve any potential conflicts with bus and vehicle traffic

to ensure that emergency response times would be maintained both

during the construction period and operation of light rail.

 

I-263-002

If a station at NE 155th Street were part of the project to be built, Sound

Transit would mitigate traffic impacts from the station as described in

Chapter 3.  A modified Alternative A1 is the Preferred Alternative, which

does not include a station at the NE 155th Street area.
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I-264-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-265-001

Thank you for your comment with concerns that Alternative C3 could

conflict with the City of Lynnwood's plans for a Lift Station.  Sound

Transit coordinated with the City to obtain further details on the

expansion, which is not likely to physically expand the current site.

Alternative C3 would not affect the plans for the Lift Station, nor would

the Preferred Alternative. 
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I-266-001

Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and C2 has been noted, along with

your support for a modified alternative to the south.  The Preferred

Alternative is based on Alternative C3, and was developed in

coordination with the City of Lynnwood.  See Chapter 2 for a detailed

description.  Thank you for providing attachments of other parties'

comments, including materials directed to the City of Lynnwood during

the City's councils consideration of EIS alternatives.  Linda Willemark's

comments are recorded separately in comments I-530 and I-228.

 Comments by Mike Mayes, which included his public testimony at one

of the EIS public meetings, are responded to under B-001 and I-217.

 The other attachments you provided were reviewed by Sound Transit,

but they are directed to other parties such as the Environmental

Protection Agency.  

However, to address one of your primary concerns in the letter to EPA

about Alternative C1 and its impacts to Scriber Creek Park and its

associated wetlands, the Draft EIS included detailed discussions of the

impacts to the park and its wetlands, including in the Summary, in

Chapter 5 Evaluation of the Alternatives, and in sections 4.17 and 4.18,

the latter section dealing specifically with the Section 4(f) requirements

that would need to be met if Alternative C1 were to receive approval by

FTA.  The Final EIS notes that Alternative C1 has not yet met those

conditions. Although the Draft EIS did not mention the source of funding

for the park, under Section 4(f), any significant public park is treated as a

protected resource, and most parks bond measures have similar

conditions requiring in-kind replacement.   
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I-267-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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I-268-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to your

family and community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall. 
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I-269-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-270-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-271-001

Chapter 3 of the Final EIS details the performance of more than 20

intersections that Sound Transit and the City of Lynnwood identified for

detailed analysis, as well as potential mitigation for impacts for each of

the alternatives.  The assessments were based on predictions of future

traffic with and without the project, particularly in the areas where

existing or future conditions already created traffic problems in the No

Build condition, and where station area traffic would result in an

increase.  For the Preferred Alternative, Sound Transit identified

improvements to mitigate congestion on 200th Street SW, including 44th

Ave W.  Traffic along 52nd or 188th Street SW is not expected to

markedly change due to the project.
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I-272-001

Thank you for your comment supporting a light rail station at NE 145th

Street under the following alternatives:  A1, A3, A10, and A11.
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I-273-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Parking supply would also be maintained but would

be modified by the realigned street entrances.
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I-274-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-275-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural

importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the

region’s Latvian community, the larger Baltic community, and those

interested in Scandinavian studies.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd

Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.
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I-276-001

Thank you for describing the personal and cultural significance of the

church and Latvian center to you and your family. Following the Draft

EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final

EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit

undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 
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I-277-001

Thank you for your comment regarding Scriber Creek Park and the

potential impacts of Alternative C1.  The Sound Transit Board has

identified a modified Alternative C3 as the Preferred Alternative, avoiding

the impacts to the park.
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I-278-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and community

center to your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall. 
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I-279-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and community

center to your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall. 
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I-280-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd

Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall. 
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I-281-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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I-282-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall. 
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I-283-001

Thank you for describing the cultural and personal importance of the

church and community center.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd

Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall. 
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I-284-001

Thank you for your comment. The Lynnwood Link Extension light rail

project is designed to be a benefit to all who travel the corridor between

Northgate and Lynnwood. The potential station at NE 130th Street is

approximately 0.7-0.8 miles north of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran

Church, while the Northgate Station is approximately 1.5 miles south of

the church, but with bus service, or by bike, walking, or by car, the

station would be accessible to church or center users. Bus services may

also be realigned to better serve the rail station, which may help improve

transit access; however, any bus realignment would be determined by

King County Metro.  
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I-285-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-286-001

Thank your for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3. 
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I-287-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.

 

 

I-287-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below these criteria. 

Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts as per

FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in

Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.  For construction, the

local construction noise ordinance would be applicable, and Sound

Transit is committed to maintaining construction noise levels within the

criteria. Further, construction noise for this project is similar to

construction noise for a paving project, building construction, or any

other construction projects, and Sound Transit would work with local

residences and businesses to minimize construction impacts.

For nighttime construction, which will likely be required due to the heavy

volumes of traffic on I-5 and other arterial roads, a noise variance would

be required from each of the cities where construction would be

performed. During that time, Sound Transit will work with the local
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jurisdiction to arrive at construction specifications that minimize

construction-related impacts to nearby communities.

 

I-287-003

Thank you for your comments expressing concern about the potential

impacts to the Seattle Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church property. As

mentioned in the response to comment I-287-001 above, Sound Transit

has redesigned the Segment A alternatives so that none of them would

displace the church or center.  The caretaker's residence would need to

be relocated due to the realigned roadway, but Sound Transit would

provide for the relocation.  Parking supply would also be maintained for

the church and center.
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I-288-001

Thank you for describing the cultural and social importance of the church

and center.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed

Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid

displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall. 
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I-289-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to the

community including its financial contributions.  Following the Draft EIS,

the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE which avoids the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  With the

realigned street, access to the property has been maintained, although a

portion of land on the edge of the church property would be acquired for

the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.  Elevated

alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.   
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I-290-001

Thank you for your comment describing your impacts of concern with the

three Segement C alternatives evaluated in the Draft EIS.

 

I-290-002

The proposed alignments for C1 and C2 were not further modified; C3

modifications were considered in developing the Preferred Alternative. 

See Chapter 2 for a description.     
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I-291-001

Thank you for your suggestion; Sound Transit has developed a different

approach to avoid displacing the church and center.  A retained cut

alignment would still require displacement of the church because it would

have an extended closure of the access road.  Following the Draft EIS,

the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  With the realigned street,

access to the property has been maintained, although a portion of land

on the church property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative

and other at-grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require

a portion of the church property.   
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I-292-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you

and your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  
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I-293-001

Your preference for an at-grade alignment that avoids the church is

noted, and thank you for describing the importance of the church and

center to you and your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  

 

I-293-002

Although construction activities will be adjacent to the church, Sound

Transit will work closely with the church to maintain access, minimize

parking loss, and reduce other potential construction disruptions to

ongoing church and center activities.  The primary construction in the

area would be ongoing for about 1-2 years in the area, but major

construction activities would be shorter duration.  For temporary impacts

such as truck traffic, detours, noise, dust, light and glare, Sound Transit

proposes best management practices to avoid and minimize impacts in

Sections 3.6, 4.5.7, 4.6.7, and 4.7.7.  The construction area would also

be fenced to protect public safety.  

 

I-293-003

Thank you for your suggestion to extend the light rail line north of the

Lynnwood Transit Center to the Ash Way Park-and-Ride.  The project

evaluated in the Final EIS is limited to the extension of the light rail

system between Northgate and the Lynnwood Transit Center.  The

Sound Transit Long-Range Plan, however, calls for the eventual

extension of the light rail line further north to the city of Everett.
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I-294-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.  The Preferred Alternative and

other alternatives now avoid displacing the church and center.  See

Chapter 2 for a description.
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I-295-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative

C1 and the reasons why you support this alternative.

 

I-295-002

Sound Transit notes your comments regarding the Cedar Creek

Condominiums.
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I-296-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the church to you

and the Latvian-Lithuanian-Estonian community in the Seattle area.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-297-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and hall to you

and the Latvian community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-298-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative

A1 and the specific advantages you see with placement of the parking

garage for the NE 185th Street Station on the west side of I-5. 

 

I-298-002

Thank you for describing your concerns over additional traffic on

neighborhood streets. It is anticipated that less than 10% of station

related traffic will originate east of 10th Avenue, which lowers the

potential that cut-through traffic would be a problem on neighborhood

streets.  However, section 3.6.5 describes the mitigation measures

Sound Transit proposes to minimize potential impacts.  
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I-299-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative

A1 and the advantages to having the parking garage on the west side of

I-5.   
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I-300-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you

and your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-301-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Baltic community in Seattle.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results

of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-302-001

Thank you for sharing your concerns over impacts to Scriber Creek Park

and for describing the value of the park to the community.  The Preferred

Alternative crosses south of the park, and avoids the park impacts the

Draft EIS identified for Alternative C1. 
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I-303-001

Your preference for Option 1 for the NE 185th Street Station is noted.   
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I-304-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-305-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 744

I-306-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region’s Latvian

community, and the larger Baltic community.  

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-307-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  

Although construction activities will be adjacent to the church, Sound

Transit will work closely with the church to maintain access, minimize

parking loss, and reduce other potential construction disruptions to

ongoing church and center activities.  The primary construction in the

area would be ongoing for about 1-2 years in the area, but major

construction activities would be shorter duration.  For temporary impacts

such as truck traffic, detours, noise, dust, light and glare, Sound Transit

proposes best management practices to avoid and minimize impacts in

Sections 3.6, 4.5.7, 4.6.7, and 4.7.7.  The construction area would also

be fenced to protect public safety.   
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I-308-001

Your comment about the potential visual quality impacts of the project is

noted.  The visual quality analysis is found in Section 4.5 of the Final

EIS.

The Final EIS analysis concluded that an elevated guideway, NE 145th

Street Station, and parking garage would not block views of Mount

Rainier from I-5 southbound; see Table 4.5-1, Viewpoint 3.  

 

I-308-002

Your preference for a light rail transit station at either NE 130th Street or

NE 145th Street, and not one at NE 155th Street is noted.  Construction

and operation of the light rail transit stations would alter vehicular travel

patterns on surrounding local arterial streets in all station areas.  Chapter

3 of the Final EIS discuss impacts on the transportation network, and

Section 3.6 lists potential mitigation measures to mitigate impacts that

result from a new transit station.

 

I-308-003

Sound Transit selected Alternative A1, with some modifications, as part

of the Preferred Alternative, which includes a station at NE 145th Street.

 

I-308-004

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative A10.
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I-309-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-310-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-311-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.
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I-312-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, during construction and operation of the project.

Parking supply would be maintained.  The caretaker's residence would

need to be relocated, but Sound Transit will provide for the relocation.
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I-313-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-314-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the

property has been maintained, although a portion of land on the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-315-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region’s Latvian community,

and the larger Baltic community.    

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-316-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you and your family.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 
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I-317-001

Your concerns about traffic congestion at NE 145th Street and I-5 are

noted.  In the Final EIS, Sound Transit proposes mitigation to address

impacts from the light rail project along NE 145th Street, see Table 3-27

in Chapter 3, Transportation.

 

I-317-002

Your preference for stations at NE 130th and NE 155th Streets is noted.

The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS includes stations at

NE 145th and NE 185th Streets.  Ridership analysis shows that there

would not be large differences in ridership among the alternatives,

despite the different station locations; see Section 3.2.2 in the Final EIS

for this discussion. 

Chapter 3 has further detail for bike/pedestrian ridership and traffic in

general.  Chapter 2 describes the sidewalk, bike, and other access

improvements associated with the Preferred Alternative.
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I-318-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-319-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-320-001

The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS includes several of

your design suggestions, except for the underground option.  Such an

option would not avoid the displacement, and would not connect

effectively to the guideway sections to the south where an elevated

alignment is the least impacting choice.  The Preferred Alternative

redesigns the church access street to the south, replaces a city street,

which allows for replacement of lost parking, and includes land that could

accommodate a relocated caretaker residence.  Chapter 2 of the Final

EIS describes the Preferred Alternative.
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I-321-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region’s Latvian

community, and the larger Baltic community.   
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I-321-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.
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I-322-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-323-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you.   
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I-324-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you.  

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 
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I-325-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you.  

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-326-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you and the region’s Latvian

community.   
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I-327-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 773

I-328-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church to you.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-329-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 775

I-330-001

Your preference for Alternative C3 is noted.  The Preferred Alternative

evaluated in the Final EIS includes a modified Alternative C3.  Chapter 2

in the Final EIS describes the Preferred Alternative.
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I-331-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-332-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church to you.  

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-333-001

Thank you for your comments about the events held at the Latvian

Center.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed

Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid

displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the

property has been maintained, although a portion of land on the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes:  Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the

refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised

conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;

Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,

displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A

alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-334-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-335-001

Thank you for stating your preference for Alternative B2A with a

proposed light rail transit station at 220th Street SW.

 

I-335-002

Sound Transit learned of the demolition of the Melody Hill Elementary

School building owned by the Edmonds School District after the

publication of the Draft EIS.  The Final EIS has been revised to

accommodate this change.  A station at 220th Street SW utilizing this

property is evaluated as an optional station location for the Preferred

Alternative in the Final EIS.
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I-336-001

Thank you for your comments about the Latvian Center.  Following the

Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final

EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to

realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-337-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-338-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Church to you

and the local Latvian community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-339-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has been

maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be

acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives. 

Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.
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I-340-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center to you

and the Latvian community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall. 
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I-341-001

Your comments concerning the presentation of information used to

compare project alternatives are noted.  The purpose of an EIS is to

present potential impacts of a project to the public and decision makers.

The various environmental resources are not weighted.  The

methodologies used to make estimates for project impacts are generally

similar to the methodology used for the Central Link environmental

review document and both are based on conceptual engineering design.

 

I-341-002

Sound Transit's objective is to develop a project that best meets the

purpose and need for the project, minimizes environmental impacts, and

is cost effective.

 

I-341-003

Your comments on spacing between the proposed light rail transit

stations are noted. As a regional facility that is linked with the local transit

network, the station spacing reflects a balance between access, travel

times, ridership, current land use, and the land use plans of local

jurisdictions.  The neighborhoods between NE 130th and NE 155th

Streets are among the most dense in the corridor, and therefore one

station only with a larger gap between the stations would have given

fewer people good accessibility to transit (particularly for walk or bike

trips).  The Draft EIS alternatives also were arranged to allow other

combinations of stations, but as the strongest support in public

comments and from local jurisdictions was for a NE 145th Station from

early scoping through the Draft EIS, a unique alternative featuring a NE

130th and NE 185th combination did not appear necessary.  

 

I-341-004

A detailed inventory of existing pedestrian facilities within 1/2 mile of the

stations and existing bicycle facilities within 1 mile of the stations is
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provided in the Transportation Technical Report that supports the Draft

EIS impact analysis as well as the design of station areas and ongoing

access planning.  An inventory of existing transit services is also

included in the Transportation Technical Report.  City future land use

plans were evaluated during analysis of station siting, and is also

discussed in Section 4.4 of the EIS.  

 

I-341-005

All of the light rail alternatives would meet or exceed local jurisdictional,

Sound Transit, and ADA design standards for pedestrian facilities

fronting the stations areas and roadways that are reconstructed as part

of the project. Specific locations where increased sidewalk widths are

needed to accommodate peak pedestrian volumes are identified in the

Transportation Technical Report, which is included the Final EIS as an

electronic document. Bicycle lanes may be added to roadways

reconstructed for the project where possible, but extensive bicycle lane

striping or sidewalk completion is not a component of this project.

Section 3.2.8 discusses safety at intersections impacted by the project.

Pedestrian and bicycle volumes are expected to increase at intersections

near proposed stations, which could result in greater potential for

conflicts. However, the project would have minimal impact on traffic

safety; station areas will be designed for multimodal access and to

minimize the potential for traffic conflicts. At NE 145th Street, for

example, the project would improve safety with geometric modifications

and access changes with a new signal at the I-5 northbound on-ramp at

5th Avenue NE.

 

I-341-006

Your comment is noted.  These factors were considered in the TOD

potential analysis.
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I-341-007

Your comment is noted.  Current transit service in the project study area

is discussed in Section 3.1.2 of the EIS.

 

I-341-008

Your comments about parking are noted. The Final EIS discusses Sound

Transit's current parking plans at each proposed station; see Section

3.2.7.
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I-342-001

This comment required translation into English. The translation is located

on the next page along with Sound Transit's response.
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I-342-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-343-001

Your concerns about the Lynnwood Link Extension impacting your

neighborhood are noted.
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I-343-002

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area as mitigation for

the light rail noise impacts that exceed the FTA criteria.  See Section 4.7

in the Final EIS for the projected noise impacts in your area.

Foliage, if dense, can provide slight reductions in noise levels.  It could

provide up to a 3-dBA reduction in transportation noise for locations with

at least 100 feet of dense foliage that contains leaves year-round. 

However, a 3-dB reduction in noise level is barely perceptible to most

people, so foliage in virtually all areas of this project corridor has little

effect in reducing noise.

 

I-343-003

As you noted, parking would be limited at the NE 130th Street Station, if

it is built.  One station option calls for approximately 100 spaces at a

leased lot and another station option would not include parking. Chapter

2 of the Final EIS describes the NE 130th Street Station options.

 

I-343-004

Your comments about crime at the NE 130th Street Station are noted.

See Section 4.14.2 in the Final EIS for Sound Transit crime analysis.

Crime is not expected to increase as a result of operation of the stations.

Several studies have concluded that crime around stations mirrors crime

rates in the surrounding neighborhoods. Most areas in the project

corridor have low crime rates. The stations would be well lit, continually

monitored by security cameras, and regularly monitored by security

personnel.  2010 crime statistics related to already built Sound Transit

facilities show that the crime rate per number of riders at transit facilities

and on light rail and commuter rail trains is substantially lower compared

to overall per capita crime rates in the surrounding neighborhoods.
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I-343-005

Your comment stating your preference for the Segment A alternatives

that include a proposed light rail transit station at NE 145th Street is

noted.

 

I-343-006

Sound Transit is interested in transit-oriented development in locations

where it makes sense, so each proposed station location was assessed

for that potential; see Section 4.2.4 of the Final EIS.  This does not mean

that all stations are good candidates for future development. Sound

Transit prepared a Station Area Transit-Oriented Development Potential

Report that provides details about each station area and how it might (or

might not) support future development. Each city must be involved in

discussions about how, and if, development might occur around a

station. At the NE 130th Street Station, the current zoning to support

future development is limited. Any rezoning is the responsibility of the

City of Seattle and not part of the Lynnwood Link Extension project.

 

I-343-007

One of the key considerations in the development of the design

alternatives was the protection of ecosystems, including wetlands and

streams. Numerous federal, state, and local environmental laws and

regulations have been enacted with this goal in mind; Sound Transit

plans to comply with these laws and regulations. Sound Transit's

commitment to ecosystem protection is further demonstrated through the

agency's policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability

Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation, which is to

avoid impacts on environmentally sensitive resources to the maximum

extent practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to ensure no net

loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a result of agency projects.

These values are incorporated in the design of the alternatives for this

project.
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Section 4.8 of the Final EIS presents all the anticipated impacts on

ecosystem resources by the project, and presents mitigation measures

to address those impacts that would be unavoidable.  One of the

potential compensatory mitigation locations for wetland impacts is along

North Branch Thornton Creek. 

 

I-343-008

Your concerns about the value of your property near a light rail

station are acknowledged.  Section 4.3 of the EIS discusses the impact

of the transit facilities on property values.

 

I-343-009

Sound Transit recognizes the importance of Thornton Creek and the

citizens living within its watershed.  Managing stormwater runoff to

Thornton Creek and its tributaries is a priority for Sound Transit. Sound

Transit will control potential risks to water resources through project

planning, design, and the application of required best management

practices. Sound Transit will improve conditions in the watershed by

replacing existing areas of non-native vegetation with native plants.

Sound Transit also will minimize the potential for construction of the

project to interfere with possible future fish habitat restoration projects by

designing and locating project features to avoid Thornton Creek. 
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I-344-001

The EIS includes a summary of the geologic hazards that have been

identified in the project areas.  The project design will address identified

geologic hazards, including evaluation of erosion potential and slope

stability along the project alignment, in accordance with applicable

building codes.  The project design plans will address stability of both the

light rail elevated structure and the steep slope between I-5 and your

property that is affected during construction and after construction.  At

this time, site-specific recommendations for prevention of mudslides or

landslides on your property are unavailable, but will be available as the

design progresses into final design.  Sound Transit will employ measures

to prevent slope destabilization during construction and operation of the

project.  Section 4.9 of the EIS discusses the mitigation for erosion and

sediment control during construction.  Section 4.11 discusses impacts to

the geology and soils in the project area.  Section 4.7 addresses noise

and vibration impacts, and describes mitigation to address them.

 

I-344-002

Your concerns about the project's potential impacts on your property are

noted.  Sound Transit received Mr. Cameron's alternate plan, and it is

included in this set of comments and responses.  The Final EIS

Appendix F, Conceptual Plans, shows the proposed alignment for the

Preferred Alternative.  Sound Transit has proposed mitigation outlined in

the Final EIS and mitigation commitments listed in Appendix N to

address project impacts, with the intention of avoiding and minimizing

impacts on adjacent land uses.
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I-345-001

Thank you for your detailed comments on the environmental justice,

pertinent regulation, and your own personal experience associated with

the Saint Paul Central Corridor Light Rail Project.  Following the Draft

EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final

EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to

realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  With the

realigned street, access to the property has been maintained, although a

portion of land on the church property would be acquired for the

Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.  Elevated

alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.   

Sound Transit communicated with representatives from the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church prior to the release of the Draft EIS; see

Appendix L of the EIS, which lists all the project's outreach activities. 
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I-345-002

The analysis of traffic conditions presented in Chapter 3 compare future

traffic conditions for 2035 for the No Build Alternative (without extension

of the light rail system) and the light rail alternatives as people will opt to

ride light rail.  Section 3.2 explains that vehicular traffic will increase in

the future, but it will not increase as much under the light rail

alternatives.  Completing the HOV lanes on I-5 is part of the evaluation

of alternatives considered in the Draft EIS because such improvements

are not under the purview of Sound Transit.  Sound Transit will

coordinate with the transit agencies serving each of the station areas in

the future, but it will be the responsibility of the transit agencies to decide

on the best alternative to improve bus transit connections to

the proposed light rail stations.  Light rail stations will included pedestrian

and bicycle facilities; see Section 3.2.5 in the Final EIS. Chapter 3

discusses bus integration in Section 3.1.2.

Regarding tunneling, the topography in the project corridor lacks major

changes that would point to a tunnel configuration as the most practical

or cost-effective design approach.  Sound Transit's alignment policy,

described in Chapter 2, reserves tunneling as an alternative only when

topographic, density, lack of available right-of-way, or environmental

concerns mark other options inappropriate.

It is true that the Lynnwood Link Extension Project would remove multi-

family housing and impact some wetlands.  Sound Transit has attempted

to minimize these types of impacts to the extent possible while designing

the project to address the project Purpose and Need.

The extensive traffic modeling conducted at this initial phase of the

project examined travel patterns of the work force residing in north

Seattle to make sure that the selected project corridor would best serve

the travel needs of workers.  A map of the travel patterns of the north

Seattle to Lynnwood laborshed is not included in the EIS, but the
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analysis conducted closely examined available data to make sure the

selected light rail transit corridor would best serve the metropolitan area.

Prior to starting the EIS analysis, Sound Transit performed an extensive

Alternatives Analysis, which considered several routes and transit

concepts.  The Alternatives Analysis is located on the Lynnwood Link

Extension Project website, within the document archive.  Chapter 6 of

the Final EIS describes the public outreach encompassing the

Alternatives Analysis and continuing through the EIS process.

 

I-345-003

Your comments are noted.  As mentioned in the response to comment I-

345-001, the Latvian Church will not be displaced by the Lynnwood Link

Extension because Sound Transit was able to redesign the access to

that property.

Note: A duplicate set of comments was received as part of the email and

is not reproduced here but is retained in the project files.
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I-346-001

Your preference for a new Alternative C4 that has been recommended to

Sound Transit by the City of Lynnwood is noted.  What you refer to as

Alternative C4 is similar to a modified Alternative C3, which is the

Preferred Alternative.  Chapter 2 of the Final EIS provides a description

of the Preferred Alternative.
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I-347-001

The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS minimizes impacts

to Scriber Creek Park and wetlands, businesses, and residents.  Section

4.1 of the Final EIS discusses the project's property impacts for each

alternative, Section 4.8 for wetland impacts, and Section 4.17 for parks

impacts.

 

I-347-002

All Sound Transit facilities are designed to meet the requirements of the

American with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Paratransit load/unload locations

will be reviewed during final design to minimize travel distance for

persons with disabilities.

 

I-347-003

The comment names a proposal that was not part of the EIS or part of

later suggestions by the City of Lynnwood. Sound Transit has developed

a modified Alternative C3 as the Preferred Alternative.
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I-348-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative.  Sound Transit

will also maintain access to the church and center during construction.
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I-349-001

Bicycle facilities, including bicycle parking, will be included at light rail

stations and on the trains.  The project will include ADA-compliant

pedestrian facilities that front the station areas and roadways that are

reconstructed as part of the project.
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I-350-001

The Preferred Alternative moves the on-ramp to the north, which you

indicate would be your preference.  See Appendix F, Conceptual Plans,

of the Final EIS.  Section 4.1 and Appendix I-4.2 discuss the project's

property impacts.
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I-351-001

Please see the Final EIS Appendix F, Conceptual Plans, for specific

details on the NE 145th Street Station. The ingress and egress to the

parking garage will not be located on NE 148th Street.

Station parking facility sizing balances the need for parking supply with

other good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of the

region as well as local communities.  Sound Transit promotes multi-

modal access to their stations by including pedestrian and bicycle

facilities, including bicycle parking, and by integrating bus and

paratransit.

 

I-351-002

For construction, the local construction noise ordinance will be

applicable, and Sound Transit is committed to maintaining construction

noise levels within the criteria.  Sound Transit would work with residents

and businesses to minimize construction noise impacts.

For nighttime construction, some aspects of which could be needed due

to the heavy volumes of traffic on I-5 and other arterial roads, a noise

variance would be required from each of the cities where construction

would be performed. During that time, Sound Transit will work with the

local jurisdiction to arrive at construction specifications that minimize

construction-related impacts to nearby communities. However, this

would likely affect trucking or hauling activities, rather than the on-site

work needed to build a garage or the station.
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I-352-001

Your comments stating your support for a light rail transit station to be

located at NE 145th Street is noted. 
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I-353-001

Your preference for Alternative A1 is noted.  The Preferred Alternative

for this project includes Alternative A1 with modifications.  The Preferred

Alternative at your location would have a wall between the tracks and

residences.  See Figure G-13 in Appendix G of the Final EIS for an

example.
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I-354-001

Your comments about the importance of the Latvian Church and

community center to you is acknowledged.  Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-355-001

Your desired improvements for the NE 185th Street Station are noted.

Many of the items listed are included in the current design such as, at-

grade, parking garage on the west side of I-5 and bicycle parking. See

Appendix F for the current design of this station.

 

I-355-002

Your comments about to the proposed light rail transit stations at NE

130th, NE 145th, and NE 155th Streets are noted.  Your preference for

the NE 145th Street Station Option 1 is noted.  The station design at NE

145th Street for the Preferred Alternative has been revised since the

Draft EIS; see Appendix F of the Final EIS for the current design.  

The current design has the entrance/exit for the parking garage on 5th

Avenue NE, not NE 148th Street.  Also, the kiss and ride area is not

located right off of 5th Avenue NE.  

As your comment suggests, there are trade-offs and pros and cons at

each of these locations.  Station analysis indicates that ridership will be

similar regardless of the station locations; see Section 3.2.2 of the Final

EIS. 
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I-356-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural

importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the

region’s Latvian community, and the larger Baltic community.  Following

the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 812Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 813

I-357-001

Thank you for expressing the importance of the Latvian Center to you

and the Latvian community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall. 
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I-358-001

Station parking facility sizing balances the need for parking supply with

other good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of the

region as well as local communities.  Sound Transit promotes multi-

modal access to their stations by including pedestrian and bicycle

facilities, including bicycle parking, and by integrating bus and

paratransit.
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I-359-001

Thank you for your comment stating your overall support of the

Lynnwood Link Extension project and your particular support for the A5,

A7, A10, and A11 alternatives.
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I-360-001

Please see Chapter 2, Sections 2.6.1 and 2.6.2, for a discussion of

the environmental, transportation, land use, and other factors that led to

alternatives along I-5.  As Section 4.1 of the EIS explains, using I-5 right-

of-way reduces the amount of private property acquisitions.

Station parking facility sizing balances the need for parking supply with

other good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of the

region as well as local communities.  Sound Transit promotes multi-

modal access to their stations by including pedestrian and bicycle

facilities, including bicycle parking, and by integrating bus and

paratransit. 

Sound Transit's transit-oriented development policies support such

development around its stations, with Sound Transit working in

partnership with local jurisdictions and potential developers.  However,

local jurisdictions control the land use decisions that ultimately determine

what kinds of development can occur.

 

I-360-002

Agencies often do not have a Preferred Alternative identified during the

Draft EIS evaluation stage because the Draft EIS is the first time all the

potential impacts of a project are presented to the public and decision

makers.  The Preferred Alternative is identified in the Final EIS.

 

I-360-003

Your comments about the Lynnwood Link Extension are noted.  Chapter

6 of the Draft EIS provides an overview of the public outreach activities

and methods for this project. 
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I-361-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you and the Latvian community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.
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I-362-001

Your comments about the NE 185th Street Station design are noted.

Appendix F, Conceptual Plans, contains Sound Transit's current design

for that station.

The light rail stations will have pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities to

support and encourage multi-modal access.  The project will construct

ADA-compliant pedestrian facilities fronting the station areas and along

roadways that are reconstructed for the project.  

Design elements of the station and parking garage will consider the

context in which the light rail facility is located.  However, the final design

of the station will focus on providing the necessary features of a light rail

station.

Station parking facility sizing balances the need for parking supply with

other good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of the

region as well as local communities.  Sound Transit promotes multi-

modal access to their stations by including pedestrian and bicycle

facilities, including bicycle parking, and by integrating bus and

paratransit.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 822

I-362-002

Sound Transit will preserve as many mature trees as possible, and

replant disturbed areas. The incorporation of green roofs could be

incorporated in the design, but that decision would be made during final

design.

Sound Transit requires all projects to consider low-impact development

(LID) methods, such as permeable pavement, as a first choice for

stormwater treatment (Design Criteria Manual, July 2012). Sound Transit

will evaluate the feasibility of permeable pavement throughout the project

area.
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I-363-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian

Center to you.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed

Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid

displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.
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I-364-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian

Center to you and the Latvian community.  Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign

3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  With the realigned street,

access to the property has been maintained during construction and

operation of the project.
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I-365-001

Thank you for your comments describing the history of the Latvian

community in the US and in Seattle, and the Latvian Center's importance

to the community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the

property has been maintained during construction and operation of the

project.
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I-366-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian

Community Center to you.   Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-367-001

Your comments about the Segment C alternatives are noted.  The

Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS includes a modified

Alternative C3.  This alternative minimizes Scriber Creek Park and

wetland impacts, and realigns the guideway and station to better connect

with the Lynnwood Transit Center.  
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I-367-002

The current design for the station and garage at the Lynnwood Transit

Center for the Preferred Alternative includes some of your suggestions:

the garage is located to the east of 46th Avenue West, and the station

would connect to it.  The Preferred Alternative would result in

approximately 530 more spaces than there are today.
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I-367-003

Your comments about the potential economic impact of the project on

property values are noted.  See Section 4.3.4 of the Final EIS for a

discussion of this topic.  

 

I-367-004

Station parking facility sizing and design is balanced with the need for

good multi-modal connections in order to serve the needs of the region

as well as local communities. 

As with all its light rail and parking facilities, Sound Transit will design the

Mountlake Terrace Transit Center Station and parking facility to fit well

within the community, and to effectively provide access.  The Preferred

Alternative would not add more parking spaces, but the Final EIS

includes options at the Mountlake Terrace and the Lynnwood Transit

Center that would increase the overall total compared to the Draft EIS

alternatives.  Section 3.2.7 of the Final EIS discusses the proposed

parking facilities.  
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I-368-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 
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I-369-001

Your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3 is noted.  The

Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS is a modified Alternative C3, with a

parking garage east of 46th Avenue West.  See Appendix F, Conceptual

Plans, for the current design drawings.  
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I-369-002

The Preferred Alternative includes a parking garage located on the east

side of 46th Avenue West.  

 

I-369-003

Your comment about minimizing nuisance effects by utilizing the I-5

corridor is noted.  
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I-370-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian

Community Center to the Latvian Community.  Following the Draft EIS,

the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  With the

realigned street, access to the property has been maintained.
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I-371-001

Thank you for your comments about the importance of the Latvian

Community Center to you, and the larger Latvian and Baltic communities

in Seattle.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed

Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid

displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  
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I-372-001

Thank you for your comment describing the importance of the Latvian

Community Center and Church to you, and giving a brief history of it.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.
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I-373-001

Your comments about the purpose of the Lynnwood Link Extension are

acknowledged. The proposed levels of parking are part of a balanced

approach to provide access to the light rail line, allowing patrons to arrive

by bus, walking, biking, or by car. Sound Transit supports and

encourages transit-oriented development around its stations and the

integration of its stations into the surrounding community.  The purpose

of this project is to expand Link light rail from Northgate north into

Shoreline, Mountlake Terrace, and Lynnwood; see Chapter 2 for the

project's Purpose and Need Statement. See Section 4.5.2 of Final EIS

for practices Sound Transit uses to help integrate the stations into the

community. As described in Section 4.2.4 of the Final EIS, in areas

where local jurisdictions have indicated a desire to attract transit oriented

development and have adopted regulations consistent with this, the

Lynnwood Link Extension would support those goals and policies.
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I-373-002

The Draft EIS Transportation Technical Report includes an inventory of

pedestrian facilities within 1/2-mile of station and bicycle facilities within

1-mile of stations.  This inventory is a basis for Sound Transit to work

with local jurisdictions on pedestrian and bicycle enhancements to

improve accessibility and ridership at stations. Sound Transit also

coordinated with local bus operators to develop bus integration plans to

complement the rail project.  These provide a basis for future transit

integration work.  Section 3.2.5 of the Final EIS discusses the

nonmotorized facilities that will be included in the project.  Stations will

have pedestrian and bicycle facilities, including bicycle parking.  Stations

will be designed to accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists, and bus riders

as part of a balanced approach to effective access.  

 

I-373-003

Your comments about the SR104 corridor are noted.  The purpose of the

Lynnwood Link Extension is to expand the Link light rail system from

Northgate north into Shoreline, Mountlake Terrace, and Lynnwood, while

connecting with other transit systems and infrastructure. The previous

decisions to build the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center at 236th Street

rather than SR 104 recognized that major traffic corridors are not always

the best places to create multimodal centers. Finally, the purpose and

need identifies a major north-south trip market to be served; east-west

trips may benefit and connect, but the line reflects the needs of the

majority of the anticipated trips.

 

I-373-004

Before the light rail begins operation, Sound Transit will work with the

other transit providers in the project area to revise service plans to

provide improved or new connections to the Lynnwood Link Extension

stations.  Sound Transit worked with King County Metro, Community

Transit, and Sound Transit Express to outline representative bus
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operation plans to serve the project to evaluate the effects of potential

service changes for the EIS.  

 

I-373-005

Chapter 3, Transportation, of the EIS discusses these potential issues.

Sound Transit will provide mitigation at intersections with impacts from

light rail that operate below level-of-service standards; see Section 3.6.4.

Potential safety issues are discussed in Section 3.2.8.

 

I-373-006

The light rail stations will be designed to accommodate bus transit with

bus facilities on-site.  Connections to other nearby destinations via local

transit service will be developed through a coordinated planning effort

with partner transit agencies. The Preferred Alternative studied in the

Final EIS assumes that the Mountlake Terrace light rail station will not

displace the existing Mountlake Terrace freeway bus station, but future

use of the existing freeway station would ultimately be decided

separately.
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I-373-007

Your comments about transit-oriented development (TOD) are noted.

The station area TOD potential was assessed at all potential station

locations and was based on existing conditions. Since the Draft EIS,

changes have occurred at station areas and this information is reflected

in the updated Station Area Transit-Oriented Development Potential

Report, as referred to in the Final EIS. For example, the City of Shoreline

has adopted a subarea plan with transit-compatible zoning near the

NE 185th Street Station and is in the process of developing a similar

plan for the NE 145th Street Station. Lynnwood Transit Center Station

has been modified to provide better future development potential on

privately owned properties within the City’s designated City Center.

Overbuilding of a station or parking garage to provide development

opportunities is a complex issue. As you mentioned, such options are

anticipated in Sound Transit’s TOD Policy, and Sound Transit will

consider a joint development project if a number of conditions are met.

Currently, there is no specific proposal for joint development at the

Lynnwood Link Extension stations, but Sound Transit will continue to

investigate possibilities.

The NE 8th Street corridor was not considered for detailed study

because a tunnel concept would not meet Sound Transit's criteria for

equitably selecting alignment types for its system (see Section 2.4).  In

addition, NE 8th Street is largely residential, would require sharp turns to

reconnect with other north-south corridors beyond the section described,

and construction period impacts would be very high.
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I-373-008

Your preference for stations at NE 130th and NE 155th Streets is noted.
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I-373-009

Your comment stating your preference for a light rail transit station at

220th Street SW, as included in Alternative B2A, is noted. Sound Transit

also acknowledges your preference for Alternative C1.  

 

I-373-010

Your comments about station planning are noted.  For the Lynnwood

Link Extension, Sound Transit is designing the stations to accommodate

pedestrians, bicyclists, bus transit riders and vehicles, as the station site

allows.  Note that the NE 130th Street stations would have limited or no

parking due to site constraints.  Each station is designed with its site

location in mind.  
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I-373-011

Your comments regarding the location of station parking along the

Lynnwood Link Extension are noted. Sound Transit currently plans to

include parking at all the Preferred Alternative stations; see Chapter 2 of

the Final EIS.  
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I-373-012

Your comments in support of the NE 130th Street Station and on its

design are noted.  Alternatives that include the NE 130th Street Station

may draw some demand away from Northgate.  Such a configuration

adds travel time and delay to riders from north of that point.  With the

station locations, Sound Transit attempted to achieve many objectives,

one of which is to balance the need to provide regional high capacity,

high speed travel and local access. Although it does not include a station

at NE 130th Street, the Preferred Alternative has an option to consider a

130th Street Station.

The suggested design option to shift the station was explored, but it

would have more operational, construction, and cost impacts upstream

and downstream of NE 130th Street.   

 

I-373-013

Your comments regarding the NE 145th Street Station are noted.

 Section 3.2.4 of the Final EIS discusses traffic operations at that

location.  Your suggestion for shifting the station south to span NE 145th

Street was not advanced because it increased constructability risks

without improving access or operations, as the area to the south has no

populated adjacent areas.
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I-373-014

The transit ramps at 145th are anticipated to be decommissioned as part

of this project.  A pedestrian and bicycle connection from NE 145th

Street to the station will be provided.  

 

I-373-015

Overbuilding of a station or parking garage to provide development

opportunities is a complex issue. As you mentioned, it is included in

Sound Transit’s TOD Policy, and Sound Transit will consider a joint

development project if a number of conditions are met. Currently, there is

no plan for joint development at the Lynnwood Link Extension stations,

but Sound Transit will continue to investigate possibilities in coordination

with local jurisdictions and other agencies.

 

I-373-016

Your comments about the NE 155th Street Station are noted. It is not

included in the Final EIS Preferred Alternative.  

Section 4.14 addresses possible impacts of a station at NE 155th Street

on the operations of the fire station. If selected as the alternative to be

built, Sound Transit would work closely with the Fire Department to

resolve potential conflicts with bus and vehicle traffic to maintain

emergency response times during the construction period and operation

of light rail. 

See response to I-373-07 above. 
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I-373-017

Your design strategies for the NE 185th Street Station are noted.

Appendix F of the Final EIS contains current design drawings for this

station, as well as the others proposed for the Preferred Alternative. The

design of this station has been modified since the Draft EIS, including

transit ingress and egress on NE 185th Street and relocated infiltration

ponds. Parking at this station is proposed in a new garage on the west

side of I-5 under the Preferred Alternative. The suggestion to shift the

station south was not advanced because it would increase construction

impacts without improving access or operations.

Please see response to I -373-07.
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I-373-018

The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS locates the light rail

station over 236th Street SW. The freeway flyer stop is currently

connected by a pedestrian walkway to the existing Mountlake Terrace

Transit Center parking garage.  This connection would remain, and a

new one would not be built.  

All alternatives except Alternative B4 would allow the freeway station to

be used longer term, although the long term use depends on transit-

integration decisions yet to be made by the transit operators (Community

Transit, Sound Transit, and Metro) currently serving the station. 

Please see response to comment I-373-007 regarding TOD.   

 

I-373-019

Alternative options to provide for a future station at 220th Street SW are

considered in the Final EIS. 
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I-373-020

Please refer to I-373-007.

 

I-373-021

If built, parking is proposed at the 220th Street SW Station.  

 

I-373-022

Your preference for Alternative C1, and your design suggestions for the

transit center are noted. Alternative C1 is not included in the Final EIS

Preferred Alternative.  See Appendix F for the current design proposed

for this station with the Preferred Alternative. Please refer to the

response to I-373-007.   

Thank you for your summary of preferences for the Lynnwood Link

Extension.  
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I-373-023

Thank you for your comments and concerns.  Sound Transit appreciates

your time and input in the public process.  

Sound Transit refined the project design for the Preferred Alternative in

the Final EIS; see Appendix F for conceptual designs.   
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I-374-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region’s Latvian

community, and the larger Baltic community.  Following the Draft EIS,

the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall. 
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I-375-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

The EIS discusses noise and vibration impacts in Section 4.7, visual and

aesthetic impacts in Section 4.5, and safety in Section 4.14.
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I-376-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church to you and your family. 

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-377-001

We reviewed the maps showing noise and vibration impacts to make

sure they show the correct parcels with impacts.

 

I-377-002

A labeling error occurred which resulted in a portion of Alternative C2 to

be switched with a portion of Alternative C3 during the vibration analysis

(from Civil Station 522+00 to the north end of the alignment).  This error

had no effect on the conclusion that vibration mitigation was not required

for receivers along that segment of the alignment.  The correct distances

are used for all receivers in the Final EIS and the correct vibration levels

are reported.   

 

I-377-003

Your concerns about visual impacts related to the elevated guideway are

noted. Sound Transit will mitigate impacts to parks and wetlands, but if

mature trees must be removed, it will take time for the replanted trees to

grow in. It is this potential impact that the text in the Summary is

acknowledging. Modified Alternative C3 is the Preferred Alternative in

the Final EIS, which avoids impacts to Scriber Creek Park and reduces

wetland impacts compared to some other alternatives.

 

I-377-004

Your comments regarding the importance of wetlands are noted. Sound

Transit’s policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability

Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid

impacts on environmentally sensitive resources to the maximum extent

practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to ensure no net loss of

ecosystem function and acreage as a result of agency projects. 

 

I-377-005

Your preference for modified Alternative C3 is noted.
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I-378-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Church and

community center to you and your family. 

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property as shown in Appendix F of the Draft and Final EIS.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

 

I-378-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below these criteria.

Potential mitigation measures for noise impacts are described in Section

4.7.7 of the Final EIS.
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Draft EIS at-grade alternatives did not provide noise mitigation as the

facility was assumed to be displaced. The Noise and Vibration Technical

Report for the Draft EIS did include noise impacts and mitigation specific

to the church. The Final EIS addresses noise impacts and mitigation for

the church in the Noise and Vibration Technical Report. Attachment F

shows the location of noise walls by alternative.

 

I-378-003

As mentioned in the response to comment I-378-001 above, the project

will no longer displace the church or remove its access. Noise impacts

were evaluated in the EIS in Section 4.7 and in the Noise and Vibration

Technical Report.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

 

I-378-004

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church, and for providing a history of how

it came to be in its current location.  As mentioned in the response to I-

378-001, none of the Segment A alternatives avoid displace the church.

The church's importance to the community is noted in Chapter 7. 
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I-379-001

Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit's Lynnwood Link Extension

Project will not take away your center. Santa will be able to find you

there for many years to come.
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I-380-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church and community center to you and the

Latvian community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-381-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Evangelical

Lutheran Church and the Latvian Center to you and the Latvian

community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-382-001

Your preference for the Alternative C1 is noted. 

The Link Operations and Maintenance Satellite Facility is a separate

project proposed by Sound Transit and is not part of the Lynnwood Link

Extension project.  See Section 2.9 in the Final EIS for additional

information about this facility. Sound Transit prepared a Draft EIS for this

project, which can be found on Sound Transit's website:

www.soundtransit.org.
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I-383-001

Thank you for describing how you and the local Lithuanian community

use the Latvian Center. 

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  

Construction impacts will be mitigated as described in the applicable EIS

sections: 4.6 for air quality and 4.7 for noise and vibration for example.

The Center's access will be maintained during construction.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 871

I-384-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center to you

and the Baltic communities, and for providing some history about the

center.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.   

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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I-385-001

Sound Transit has received this copy of your letter written to the City of

Lynnwood City Council and Mayor, which asks for their leadership in

recommending to the Sound Transit Board the project alternative that

best serves the city of Lynnwood's natural environment, residents, and

businesses.

The Preferred Alternative is a modified Alternative C3.  If another

alternative is selected requiring acquisition of property funded by the

Conservation Futures Program, Sound Transit will work with the City of

Lynnwood and Snohomish County to address the requirements of

existing agreements.
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I-386-001

The Lynnwood Link Extension will comply with all federal, state, and

local environmental laws and regulations to avoid and minimize impacts

on ecosystems resources, as discussed in Section 4.8 of the EIS. Also,

as noted in Section 4.8, the study area for ecosystems was defined as

the area within 200 feet of the project alternatives and features to

capture potential impacts on regulatory buffers for wetlands and water

bodies.

Table 4.2-2 identifies the estimated acreage of land permanently

converted to a transportation use; in some cases, a larger parcel could

be impacted and its use displaced, but not all of that parcel would be

likely to remain as a transportation use.
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I-387-001

Thank you for your concerns about the impacts to neighborhood

character and cohesion from Alternatives C1 and C2 in Lynnwood.

Section 4.4 addresses neighborhood impacts and Appendix C provides

an Environmental Justice Analysis.

 

I-387-002

See Sections 4.17 and 4.18, which evaluate impacts to Scriber Creek

Park under the various alternatives.

 

I-387-003

Thank you for your comment that summarizes the City of Lynnwood's

Resolution 2012-07.
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I-388-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region’s Latvian community,

and the larger Baltic community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-389-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.   
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I-390-001

Thank you for your input regarding bringing bikes aboard light rail

vehicles. While the amount of storage on board Sounder trains is not

within the scope of this project, providing adequate access for bicyclists

to get their bikes to the train is considered and provided for in the station

design. Stations will include bicycle parking. The inclusion of bike gutters

is a final design decision, so whether stations will include them is

unknown at this time.
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I-391-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center to you.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.

Project noise impacts are evaluated in Section 4.7 of the Final EIS. At

the location of the church, there would be a wall separating the light rail

from the church property. See Figure G-17 in Appendix G, Visual

Simulations and Illustrations.
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I-392-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you and the Latvian community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-393-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Center to the

Lithuanian-American community.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the

property has been maintained, although a portion of land on the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.   

Sound Transit will use mitigation measures to avoid or minimize

construction impacts on nearby properties.
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I-394-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Community

Center to you.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall. 

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.

Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.

Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of

the Final EIS.

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, any existing

WSDOT noise walls removed as part of the project will be replaced.
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I-395-001

Your comments regarding the impacts of Alternatives C1 and C2 on the

community are noted. The Draft and Final EIS discuss in detail the

potential impacts to neighborhoods in Section 4.4, Ecosystem

Resources in Section 4.8, Parks in Section 4.17, and Environmental

Justice in Appendix C. The Final EIS evaluates a modified Alternative C3

as the Preferred Alternative.
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I-396-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Lutheran Church

to you.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-397-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Community

Center to the Lithuanian community.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.

Access to the church and church hall will be maintained during

construction of the Lynnwood Link Extension.
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I-398-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the Latvian Hall to the local

Baltic communities.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-399-001

Your comments voicing concern about the NE 145th Street Station

location are noted. Sound Transit will mitigate traffic impacts caused by

the project at NE 145th Street; however, building additional I-5 ramps

to/from NE 130th and NE 155th Streets is outside the scope of this

project. Sound Transit is currently coordinating with both the City of

Shoreline and WSDOT on potential improvements in the NE 145th

Street/I-5 interchange area.
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I-399-002

Your comments in favor of the NE 130th Street and NE 155th Street

Station locations are noted. Although the Preferred Alternative in the

Final EIS does not include these station locations, Sound Transit did

continue to evaluate them in the Final EIS.

Chapter 3 evaluates potential impacts, identifies mitigation measures,

discusses bike and pedestrian improvements in the station area, and

ridership. 
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I-400-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-401-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church to you and the

community, and for discussing its history and activities. Following the

Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church. The Final

EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to

realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church. As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.

Although construction activities will be adjacent to the church, Sound

Transit will work closely with the church to maintain access, minimize

parking loss, and reduce other potential construction disruptions to

ongoing church and center activities. The primary construction in the

area would be ongoing for 1-2 years in the area, but major construction

activities would be shorter duration. For temporary impacts such as truck

traffic, detours, noise, dust, light and glare, Sound Transit proposes best

management practices to avoid and minimize impacts in Sections 3.6,

4.5.7, 4.6.7, and 4.7.7. The construction area would also be fenced to

protect public safety, and the church would have a direct contact at

Sound Transit to discuss any issues of concern. When operations begin,

noise and visual impacts would be minimized by the sound walls

proposed along the guideway.
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I-402-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural

importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you. Following

the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-403-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural

importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you.

The project includes a noise wall in this area that would mitigate noise

impacts to the church as well as adjacent residences. Please see

Section 4.7.7 for details.

 

I-403-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall. 
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I-404-001

Thank you for describing your concerns about potential effects the

Latvian Evangelical Church and for highlighting its importance to the

region’s Baltic community. The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.

Several sections in the environmental document have updated

discussions of potential construction and long-term project impacts as

well as describing mitigation that would allow the church and hall to

continue their activities during and after construction. Section 2.5.1

describes the refined alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes

the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community

facilities and neighborhoods; Sections 4.5 and 4.7 present discussions of

visual and noise impacts respectively, including mitigation measures.
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I-405-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and community

center to you and the Seattle Latvian community.  Following the Draft

EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a

Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final

EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit

undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-406-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-407-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 

I-407-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  

 

I-407-003

Construction of the light rail guideway in proximity to the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church would take approximately 1 to 2 years, and

mostly occur between 8 am and 6 pm during weekdays with occasional

nighttime and weekend construction.  Near-term construction activities

would included outreach and coordination with the church.  Access to the

church and community center buildings would be maintained before and

during construction, though the access may change somewhat from

existing conditions for short periods.  Visual, air quality, and noise

impacts would be avoided and minimized with the implementation of best

management practices. These would include fencing the construction

area for public safety, spraying the construction area with water to

reduce dust, and use of temporary noise walls.  For additional

information, see Sections 4.5.7, 4.6.7, and 4.7.7, respectively. 

The discussion of potential long-term impacts associated with the refined

Segment A alternatives has been incorporated into the the Final EIS. 

Section 4.5.2 describes visual and aesthetic impacts; Section

4.6.2 outlines impacts to air quality; and Section 4.7.2 presents

anticipated noise and vibration impacts.  Potential mitigation measures
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for unavoidable impacts are listed in the following sections respectively: 

Section 4.5.7, Section 4.6.7, and Section 4.7.7. 

 

I-407-004

Thank you for your comment. Please see the complete response to

Comment I-407-001.
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I-408-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the C3

alternative.
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I-409-001

Sound Transit has been coordinating with the Shoreline School District,

which has expressed an interest in a shared facility. Section 3.2.4 of the

Draft EIS documents the traffic analysis conducted at each of the

potential station locations, including surrounding the NE 185th Street

area. Morning (AM) and evening (PM) peak hour conditions today, and in

the future with and without the stations were analyzed. More detailed

documentation is included in the Transportation Technical Report that

supports the Final EIS.  Chapter 3 identifies the improvements and

mitigation that could be implemented with the various alternatives, all of

which assume parking as part of a multimodal access program.

 

I-409-002

Although Sound Transit has defined a project budget, it is also

committed to mitigating adverse impacts identified in the Final EIS.  The

Preferred Alternative and other alternatives have defined bicycle and

pedestrian improvements in the station area, and the project does not

create safety hazards requiring mitigation.
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I-410-001

Your interest in the median alignment is noted.  We assume that you

mean the Mountlake Terrace Station, and a preference for the station

alternatives at the center, rather than the freeway station.

 

I-410-002

Thank you for the comment.  The Preferred Alternative features a refined

station design that places parking and the station close to the transit

center, which reduces walk distances.  Security costs at the system level

would be generally similar for all alternatives, however.

 

I-410-003

Station parking, facility sizing, and design is balanced between the

demand for parking and the need for good multi-modal connections in

order to serve the needs of the region as well as local communities.

 

I-410-004

Security will be a consideration as the design of the station and parking

area are refined in the Final Design phase of the project.
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I-411-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to your

family and the Latvian/Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-412-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to your

family and the Latvian/Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-413-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to your

family and the Latvian/Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the

Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred

Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS

describes the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook

to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the

church.  As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the

Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-414-001

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement of the

Latvian Evangelical Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  The Preferred Alternative realigns the

access road, which would also provide the opportunity to maintain

adequate parking supply. 

 

I-414-002

The potential for this approach was reviewed during early planning

described in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS.  I-5 lacks the available median in

this section of the freeway to accommodate light rail and construction

impacts would be higher; relocating lanes would also be more impacting

than the currently proposed alternatives.  This is consistent with the

review of potential alignments described in Chapter 2 and it reflects the

results of the compatibility report developed in collaboration with

WSDOT.  The elevated alternatives require a similar amount of land on

the west side of the church parcel, but they would not need to realign the

road.

 

I-414-003

Sound Transit will continue to involve the church and the community as

design for the project progresses.

 

I-414-004

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 913

I-415-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Latvian/Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-416-001

Thank you for your support of the B2 or B2A alternative. A station

located on the east side of I-5 adjacent to the Mountlake Terrace Transit

Center is the Preferred Alternative.  Section 4.2 continues to show the

transit center station as having higher TOD potential than the freeway

station.  The Final EIS evaluates a 220th Street SW Station as an option

to the Preferred Alternative.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 915

I-417-001

Thanks for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Latvian/Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall. Access to the church and community

center will be maintained during project construction.  
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I-418-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Latvian/Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results

of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  Access to the church and church hall will

also be maintained during construction.
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I-419-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Latvian/Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results

of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-420-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the B2A

alternative with the Mountlake Terrace Transit Station and 220th Street

SW optional station.  The Preferred Alternative is based on Alternative

B2, but has an option for a 220th Street SW Station.
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I-421-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to the

Latvian/Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results

of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-422-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  
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I-423-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you

and the Latvian/Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound

Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative

that would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd

Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a

result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS

would displace the church or the church hall.  
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I-424-001

Thank you for your comment stating your overall support for the

Lynnwood Link Extension project and a preference for a light rail station

at NE 185th Street.  No transit station is being proposed at NE 175th

Street.  Please see Section 2.5.1 for a description of the alternatives and

especially look at Table 2-1a. A station at NE 175th Street was

previously considered, as described in Table 2-3.

 

I-424-002

Thank you for your perspective on regional transit service. The merging

of transit agencies is not within the scope of this study; however, Sound

Transit will work with King County Metro and Community Transit to

develop/refine transit integration and detail service plans as this project

progresses.
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I-425-001

Your support for a 130th Street Station is noted. However, Sound Transit

anticipates the Northgate and the NE 145th Street Stations would also

be accessible to transit connecting to Bitter Lake, and Lake City hub

urban villages, based on initial planning for transit integration between

Sound Transit and King County Metro. The 130th Street Station is

included as an option being considered in the Final EIS for the Preferred

Alternative.
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I-426-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  A portion of land on the edge of the church property

would still be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade

alternatives and the caretaker's house would need to be relocated.  

 

I-426-002

While elevated options remain under consideration, the Preferred

Alternative is at-grate, but avoids displacing the church.

 

I-426-003

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below FTA criteria.

Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of

the Final EIS.

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.  In addition, if existing

WSDOT noise walls are removed as part of the project, they will be

replaced.

 

I-426-004

The Preferred Alternative redesigns the access street to the south. 

 

I-426-005

Please see the response to comment I-426-001.  Sound Transit would

provide for the relocation of the caretaker's residence. As noted in
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Section 4.1, any acquisition of property would involve compensation to

the property owner in accordance with the federal Uniform Relocation

Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970; the

Washington State property acquisition policies and procedures in

Chapter 8.26 Revised Code of Washington (RCW); and Sound Transit’s

adopted Real Property Acquisition and Relocation Policy, Procedures,

and Guidelines.
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I-427-001

Thank you for your comment stating your opposition to Alternative C1

due to displacement. Please see Section 4.1 for details on mitigation. 

The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS is a modified version

of Alternative C3, which would avoid displacing residents at the Cedar

Creek condominiums. However, if Alternative C1 is selected to be built,

Sound Transit will compensate property owners affected by the project;

see Section 4.1 of the Final EIS for property acquisition mitigation.  

 

I-427-002

Thank you for your comment stating your opposition to the C1 and C2

alternatives due to the adverse effects on Scriber Creek Park,

displacement of adjacent residents, and intrusion into the heart of the

neighborhood. 
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I-428-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound

Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential

displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment A

alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the

church hall.  
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I-429-001

Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and C2 is noted.

 

I-429-002

In Segment C, Alternative C3 and the Preferred Alternative would have

the least impact on the Scriber Creek wetland complex. Sound Transit’s

policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability Initiative for

Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts on

environmentally sensitive resources to the maximum extent

practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to ensure no net loss of

ecosystem function and acreage as a result of agency projects. 

 

I-429-003

Comment noted. Section 4.4 of the Final EIS evaluates the project's

potential impacts on neighborhoods. Section 4.1 discusses potential

displacements. 

 

I-429-004

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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I-430-001

Your preference for a 145th Street Station is noted. The proposed station

with a parking facility addresses a need for good multi-modal access

serving the needs of the region as well as local communities.

 

I-430-002

The station includes areas for efficient connections to transit routes

feeding the station. Multimodal connections to stations will be refined in

coordination with partner transit agencies and local jurisdictions in the

Final Design phase of the project. Appendix F of the Final EIS contains

the conceptual plans for the project.

 

I-430-003

Your opposition to a parking garage is noted.  
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I-431-001

Thank you for your comment stating your opposition to a light rail transit

station at NE 145th Avenue.  Traffic analysis was conducted for

the operations of local streets for multiple modes of transportation. 

Section 3.2 of the Final EIS evaluates potential adverse effects the light

rail transit station would have on highway access, local street capacity

and level of service, and pedestrian and bicycle facilities.  Where

negative impacts would affect any of these modes of transportation,

mitigation measures have been proposed in Section 3.6 to ensure there

would be no deterioration in operations compared to future No Build

conditions.
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I-432-001

The Draft EIS included the results of the traffic analysis conducted for

the operations of local streets for multiple modes of transportation,

including at  NE 145th Street, along 5th Avenue NE, and the on and off

ramps and adjacent sections of I-5.  Several of the alternatives, including

the Preferred Alternative, revise the on-ramp and include features to help

move traffic through the area and address queues.  This includes turn

lane additions, intersection modifications, and new signalized

intersections.  Section 3.2 of the Final EIS defines the potential adverse

effects the light rail transit station alternatives would have on highway

access, local street capacity and level of service, and pedestrian and

bicycle facilities.  Where negative impacts would affect any of these

modes of transportation, mitigation measures have been proposed in

Section 3.6 to maintain operations at least as good as No Build

operations.  The analysis does not reveal that the project would notably

alter operations on I-5 or increase the volume of vehicles using the I-5 on

or off ramps, in part because the interchanges in this area are limited,

and because a potential transit patron trying to access light rail via I-

5 would have other light rail stations closer to where they would start or

end their trip. 

 

I-432-002

Sound Transit and FTA have been working with WSDOT, Shoreline, and

area agencies since the start of early scoping for the project alternatives

analysis in 2010.  WSDOT is a cooperating agency for the Lynnwood

Link Extension project and has been extensively involved.  As a

cooperating agency, WSDOT has jurisdiction by law or special expertise

with respect to transportation related impacts involving the interstate.

 

I-432-003

Thank you for your comment providing a detailed list of reasons for your

preference for new light rail transit stations at NE 130th and NE 155th

Streets and your opposition to a light rail transit station at NE 145th
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Street.  Please see Section 3.2 in the Final EIS for updated discussions

of both long-term adverse transportation effects compared to the No

Build Alternative and the updated list of potential mitigation measures in

Section 3.6.  Please note that the Preferred Alternative includes localized

bicycle and pedestrian improvements, and safety and operational

improvements.
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I-433-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you

and your family.  Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results of

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  

 

I-433-002

Access to the church would be maintained during construction. The

Preferred Alternative identified by the Sound Transit Board is at-grade

adjacent to the church. The project will include design and mitigation

measures to minimize visual impacts (Section 4.5 of the EIS). The

project will include mitigation to reduce noise and vibration below FTA

criteria.

 

Lynnwood Link Extension

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Page 936

I-434-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the

church.  The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering

Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the

potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the Segment

A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or

the church hall.  With the realigned street, access to the property has

been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church

property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-

grade alternatives.  Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of

the church property.  

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these

changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment

A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing

impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix

F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment

A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables

concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for

each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. 

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in

accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

Access to the church and center will also be maintained during

construction. 
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I-435-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and center to you

and the Latvian community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the results

of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-436-001

It is anticipated that 5 to 10 percent of the trips accessing the 185th

Street Station would drive on 5th Avenue NE, which translates to 25

vehicles or less in the morning (AM) or evening (PM) peak hour.  This is

a relatively small addition to the traffic already using the facility. Chapter

3 of the Final EIS describes potential impacts and identifies mitigation

measures in Section 3.6.
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I-437-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church to the region's

Baltic communities. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  
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I-438-001

Thank you for describing the cultural importance of the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit

Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that

would avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the

additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue

NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none

of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace

the church or the church hall.  
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I-439-001

Thank you for your comment stating your concerns about impacts to the

Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. The Preferred Alternative is at-

grade, but all alternatives now avoid displacing the church and hall.

During early project planning, a broad range of corridors and alternative

alignments were considered.  The results of this analysis are found in the

Alternatives Analysis Report and described in Chapter 2, Section 2.6.  

 

I-439-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria

and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.

Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.

Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of

the Final EIS.

Noise walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or

elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.  

 

I-439-003

Although current designs show the caretaker's residence needs to be

relocated, Sound Transit would provide for the relocation, as described

in Section 4.1. Access to the church and hall would be maintained during

construction.
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I-440-001

Thank you for describing the importance of the church and hall to the

Latvian community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board

directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would

avoid displacing the church.  The Final EIS describes the additional

engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and

avoid the potential displacement of the church.  As a result, none of the

Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the

church or the church hall.  
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